
	Title
	What’s your opinion?                                                           Lesson 2          M2

	Overview
	In this lesson the students will write an essay on their opinion- Do cucumbers grow better inside or outside?

	Standards


	ELA.1.R.C5.1

Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

ELA.1.W.C9.1

Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion and provide some sense of closure.



	Materials/Advance Preparation Needed
	Paper

Pencils

Word wall, dictionaries (for student self-checking)

Chart paper – divided into two sections. One labeled inside the other outside

Post its

Garden journals

	Procedures/Steps:

(Emphasis on students making inquiry, e.g., posing questions/problems and working towards answers and solutions)    
	Before the students begin their opinion piece, give them each a post it to write their names on. Tell them that they are to place their post it under the heading of inside or outside, where they think the cucumber plants were the most successful.

Now that they have placed their post its, tell them that they are going to be writing about why they think that.

You could give them the prompt: I think cucumbers grow the best _____ because…

Be sure to tell them that you are looking for complete sentences, proper punctuation, and ending marks. Also remind them that they can look back in their journals to find supportive evidence in their observations.

	Assessment (What will be the evidence of student learning?)
	Evidence of student learning will be assessed through their opinion pieces. You can look for evidence of plant needs (like water, sunlight, heating pads) and student observations (examples and references from their journals) as well as the features of print.




