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Driving Question(s)



Overview


Major Products & Performances

Teacher Background

 Where do you think cucumbers grow the best?


What is an opinion?


What kind of enemies do cucumbers have?





This module is all about the product! Literally, how have your plants produced? Students will continue to journal about their observations and roles they play in the garden, as well as design an invitation and pamphlet for family garden night. Students will also learn about and create an opinion piece regarding the best environment for growing cucumbers.





Lesson 1:    An invitation for Family Garden Night


Lesson 2:   An opinion essay


Lesson 3:  A garden caretakers pamphlet


Ongoing: A cucumber garden


                        Supply cucumbers to the school cafeteria





You can learn about the cucumber basics in the teacher background information in module 1.


Once your plants start to produce fruit, it will be hard to contain all the excitement! My students love to taste the different types of cucumbers. If you begin with one variation of the plant, they will be just as happy eating it! 


In this module you have earth boxes both inside and outside. The most important thing is to make sure they both have the right amount of water. If your plants get to dry they will produce fruit that has less flavor or will stop producing fruit at all. 


Your inside box might need to have a heating pad under it. Sometimes the air conditioner makes the indoor growing environment a little cooler than the plants like. You will also need to keep your grow lights on, just like you did for the seedlings. However you will need a timer. Set it to 12 hours on and 12 hours off.


The outside plants will be in danger of outdoor pests like slugs and beetles. Mulch can help prevent this because it makes the slugs uncomfortable. However you will need to keep a keen eye out for the cucumber beetles! They are black and yellow and lay clear whitish eggs. Both will need to be removed from the plants. Here is some more information:


Watch out for Cucumber Beetles:


There are two types of cucumber beetles that may attack your garden. The striped cucumber beetle has a yellow body with three black stripes along its back. The spotted cucumber beetle is yellow, with twelve black spots. Both are the same size, roughly a quarter of an inch long. The larvae are white grubs with a brownish head.


Signs of Cucumber Beetle:


Cucumber beetle damage is fairly easy to spot: damage from feeding on the leaves, scarring on the fruit, and girdled stems from feeding larvae. Most commonly, this damage is found on cucumbers, squashes, melons, and pumpkins, but may also be found on tomatoes and other garden crops if cucurbits are unavailable or there are more beetles than the available cucurbits can support.


Adult beetles found on plants can be hand-picked and squished. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.almanac.com/plant/cucumbers" �http://www.almanac.com/plant/cucumbers�



















