Module 2 Lesson 1
	Title
	What is in the box?

	Overview
	Students are introduced to vermicomposting and journaling observations

	Standards
	K-LS1-1--Use observations to describe patterns of what plants and animals (including humans) need to survive

K-ESS2-2--Construct an argument supported by evidence for how plants and animals (Including humans) can change the environment to meet their needs

K-ESS3-1--Use a model to represent the relationship between the needs of different plants or animals (including humans) and the places they live.

K-ESS3-3--Communicate solutions that will reduce the impact of humans on the land, water, air, and/or other living things in the local environment.

M.K.MD.1 describe attributes

ELA.K.W.C9.2  use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts

ELA.K.W.C11.1 participate in shared research and writing projects

ELA.K.W.C11.2 with guidance and support recall or gather information

ELA.K.SL.C13.2 confirms understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally by asking questions, etc.

ELA.K.SL.C14.2  add drawings or other visuals for more detail

ELA.K.SL.C15.1 demonstrate command of conventions of standard English grammar and usage

21C.O.PK-2.1.LS.2 Student can accurately interpret and create simple visuals (e.g. charts, maps, graphs and models) and use this information to solve problems and communicate information

21C.O.PK-2.2.LS.1 Student engages with teacher assistance in a critical thinking process by conducting basic evaluations using simple criteria

21C.O.PK-2.3.LS.1 Student manages negative emotions, aligns his/her goals to the goals of others, and works cooperatively and productively with others in small groups

	Materials/Advance Preparation Needed
	Vermicomposting Unit

Wonderful Worms by Linda Glaser
     Glaser, Linda. Wonderful Worms New York:  Scholastic, 2001.  Print.
Newspaper

Popsicle sticks

Science Journals (composition books or teacher made)

Pencils/crayons



	Procedures/Steps
	1. Introduce lesson by placing vermicomposting unit in easy view, and ask, “What is in the box?”  Give clues as students ask questions before revealing.

2. Pass out newspapers to spread on tables and section out handfuls of soil/material with worms at each student’s place.  Students should be instructed to touch worms gently (popscicle sticks can be passed out as an option if students are not willing to touch worms).

3. Allow exploration as long as interest remains.

4. Pass out science journals and have students record through drawing and labeling what they observed.

5. As a follow up to lesson (can be completed later in day) read Wonderful Worms.

	Assessment (What will be the evidence of student learning?)
	Teacher will assess science journals for evidence of a connection between what students observed and what they represent in their journals.  Evidence would e simple visuals, detail in drawings, representation of models, and environment.


